
STA President’s Report 

September 24, 2019 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I hope your school year begun well.  Education has been the main topic of conversation in the public and the media over the last few weeks.  
That is a good thing.  Our classroom reality is becoming common knowledge.  That is a good thing.  Thank you for sharing the challenges and 
the joy of your work.  It’s helping.   

The STA worked hard to make improvements on last year’s convention.  We made major adjustments to the set-up of the facility.  We added a 
trade show with over 50 vendors.  Thank you to Genevieve Prevost for her dedicated work over the summer.  Her work led to a very successful 
tradeshow for both vendors and attendees.  We adjusted the schedule “on the fly” to make sure teachers had a chance for a real lunch break.  
Traffic flow in and out of Prairieland was improved by adding entrances and having a bike valet service.  Thank you to Saskatoon Cycles for their 
contribution, it was truly appreciated.  Keynotes were local…and world class.  Thank you to Kevin, Max and Tracy for their important messages 
and inspiration. 

We realize we went over time in the morning.  We started about ten minutes late because one of our keynotes was…late.   Politicians always 
take longer than they say, but it was good to see we drove the news cycle for 24 hours.  We also realize the sound quality was poor at the 
beginning of the day.  Our bill was adjusted, and new equipment has been purchased by Prairieland to ensure that doesn’t happen again. We 
will also work with Prairieland to improve the speed and the options for food service next year. 

Overall, I was truly proud of the work of our planning committee.  I would specifically like to thank Chet Swales for his willingness to work and 
his expertise in decision making.  Thank you, Chet. 

Ultimately, the task at hand is to strengthen the relationship with Kevin and the TRC, build on the work of Max FineDay and the Canadian Roots 
Exchange, and be deliberate in our partnership with Tracy and the professionals she represents.  There are about 3000 nurses in 
Saskatoon…why aren’t 109 of them working in each one of our schools…at minimum.  They are working with children, why not work where 
children are every day…in our schools.  Frankly, the potential of these potential partnerships is inspiring. 

With Labour Day falling on September 7, 2020 we will have to be patient and persistent in ensuring our Convention falls on a day that works for 
teachers in the next school year.  The late Labour Day puts major pressure on the academic schedule.  In fact, it is almost impossible to fit all of 
the requirements in under the current legislation. 

 

Provincial Collective Bargaining has begun with a bang!   

From the STF website: 

Teachers’ Provincial Negotiations Open With Respectful Tone 

September 19, 2019 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan   

SASKATOON – This week the Teachers’ Bargaining Committee provided detailed rationale on its proposals, and the Government-Trustee 

Bargaining Committee presented its proposal package and some rationale. While discussions were respectful and productive, the Government-

Trustee proposals did not address classroom size and composition, a key issue for teachers. 

“While the Education Minister stated he is interested in addressing these concerns, we are disappointed he doesn’t believe they have a place in 

these negotiations,” said Patrick Maze, President, Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation. “Class size and composition are provincial issues and the 

Federation stands firm they should be addressed at the bargaining table; not through a series of one-offs that can lead to different sets of 

standards based on postal code.” 

Teachers have made it clear class size and composition are as important as salary, and the Teachers’ Bargaining Committee will not take any 

offer back to teachers that does not address these two issues. At the conclusion of the last two days of negotiating, all proposals remain on the 

table. 



Full proposals from the Teachers’ Bargaining Committee and the Government-Trustee Bargaining Committee are available on the 

Federation’s website. Bargaining talks continue September 25 and 26 in Saskatoon. 

First Offer from SK Government 
 
Year 1 - 2019-20 
 

• a $1,500 one-time payment per full-time teachers is being proposed (using repurposed extended health plan 
contributions to reduce the plan’s $80 million surplus) 

 
Year 2 - 2020-21 

• two per cent salary increase 
 
Year 3 - 2021-22 

• two per cent salary increase 
 
I have met with our Board Chairs and our Directors to discuss enrolment.  My best guess is that Saskatoon schools will again have grown at an 
amazing pace, approximately 1000 more students in our Saskatoon schools.  That’s a lot. 
 
The “1044“ topic has been the theme of many discussions.  I have had the privilege of talking with many school’s staffs on this topic.  If you 
think I could help by leading a discussion in your school on this topic, please don’t hesitate to call and set something up. 
 
Saskatoon Teachers’ leadership has led to the Government of Saskatchewan formally working with The Atlantic Rim Collaboratory (atrico.org), 
an organization led by Andy Hargreaves, to help build stronger and more equitable publicly funded school systems.  Saskatchewan replaced 
Ontario at this table.  This might not have immediate effect on our work, but its potential leaves me with much hope.  Minister Wyant also 
announced at our Convention that our Government has struck a partnership with the Gonski Institute.  The thought leaders in that Institute are 
very familiar to Saskatoon teachers.  Again, this brings me much hope.  The example provided by the work done in Saskatoon was critical to 
creating these connections. 
 
You have all received the information about an STF rally for education on October 5 at the Legislature.  I encourage you to consider taking part.  
An opportunity to celebrate our work and our value. 
 
I would like to close with a note of congratulations for Matt Love.  He was successful in winning the nomination for the NDP in the next 
provincial election in the constituency of Saskatoon Eastview.  It would be very helpful to have more teachers in the Legislature…on both sides 
of the aisle.  Congratulations Matt. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
John 
 
John McGettigan 
President 
Saskatoon Teachers Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


