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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Congratulations on making it through Parent Teacher Conferences!  Every school approaches 
this process in a slightly unique way, but it is always a stressful and time-consuming process for 
all teachers. Over the last few weeks it was a privilege to see some innovative and creative ways 
of engaging parents in their child’s learning through the “PT Interview”.  With three weeks to 
Christmas break the “treadmill” will continue at pace.   
 
Over the last month, over 40 of your colleagues attended STF fall Council.  Thank you to all 
involved, your time and commitment is appreciated.  Personally, the highlight was hearing from 
Kevin Lamoureux again.  GSCS employees have all heard from Mr. Lamoureux as he was our 
keynote speaker at our school-opening institute.  Hearing him a second time, I learned that I need 
to hear from him many more times.  Lamoureux is the National Education Lead for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.  His blunt and hopeful message is equal parts a challenge and a ray 
of hope.   
 
“Schools can be places of healing, whereas once they were places of hurt. The situation we find 
ourselves in has gone on for long enough. We need to change, and it has to be based on love and 
compassion and cultural understanding, which means there needs to be a safety of cultural 
identity for all our students.” 
 
Quite simply, his message is that no current teachers created the problems our Indigenous 
students face as a result of systemic racism.  He knows that teachers “got in the game” to make 
the world a better place.  While current teachers haven’t created the problem, Lamoureux invites 
(almost begs) us to be part of the solution.   
 
“I believe every child deserves to be part of this conversation that we need to have together. 
Reconciliation is not subject specific; it needs to be across the school. This is about 
deconstructing ‘otherness’ and to challenge prejudice through empathy, kindness and courage. It 
is about cultural healing for us [Canada] as a country. Everyone deserves to feel a sense of 
belonging.” 
 
If the world needs more Canada…Canada needs more Lamoureux. 
 
A few weeks ago, the Legislative Assembly opened it’s fall session with the speech from the 
Throne.  From the most recent issue of the STF Bulletin, I think the following sums up our 
political situation.  
 
Although talk of education was conspicuous by its absence in the recent throne speech, Wyant 
insisted he was nevertheless pleased with the speech, while noting that the real test will be in the 
budget next spring. He hinted that, while still in the early planning stages, he feels educators will 
be pretty happy with what they see. “I have maintained my commitment to public education in 



this province, and Premier Scott Moe is of the same mindset,” he said. Wyant added that during 
recent school visits the two have undertaken, the Premier has shown a strong desire to learn 
more about the sector. “These aren’t just photo ops for him; he is legitimately interested in 
education and knows its great value for the province.” Wyant is adamant that the long-standing 
problem of silos among ministries is showing tangible evidence of improving. He noted the four 
mental health pilot projects in the province as an example of how people are starting to talk 
differently and seeing the value of integrated services. “Too often we haven’t been talking to 
each other, and so it becomes a matter of cross purposes. We have to get better at that and we 
will. I think when we’re able to do that and share the data we will be a lot more successful, and 
we will save money, which we can then reinvest in the system,” he said. – STF Bulletin 
November 14, 2018 
 
This past month, Judge Arnot and I were invited back to Ottawa to continue our pursuit of some 
federal funds to help fuel Citizenship Education.  Being invited back was a strong signal that our 
efforts may bear some fruit for Saskatoon schools.  We met with a series of Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries to build some momentum for our cause.  This momentum is important 
as the jurisdictional lines are difficult to bend.  The next step in the process will be to address 
both the entire government caucus and the opposition caucus.  We have been encouraged from 
the highest levels of government to continue to pursue our financial “ask”.   
 
If you haven’t seen SUN’s (Saskatchewan Union of Nurses) ads on youth mental health, I 
encourage you to seek them out online. 
 
Nurses saying: 
 
“We are in a youth mental health crisis” 
“We are not dedicating enough resources and supports to our youth in Saskatchewan” 
“I believe our education system needs to more directly address the issue of youth mental health” 
“It absolutely effects everyone” 
 
Nurses are paying for these ads…!  Powerful. 
 
Later this month I will be meeting with SUN President Tracy Zambory to explore some 
possibilities on how we might collaborate together in the best interests of our children.   
 
As our next Assembly isn’t until January, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and hope you have a Happy Holiday with those you love. 
 
Professionally Yours, 
 
John 
 
 


