
Saskatoon Teachers’ Association 
President’s Report 

May 21, 2019 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I would like to begin my report by thanking Gillian Strange and Ken Ens for letting their names stand for 
election and for their work and passion for Saskatoon teachers.  I am grateful for being given the 
privilege of serving another term as President of this Association.  I will do my best to be a strong voice 
for the teachers of Saskatoon and area.  I will make mistakes…but I will do my best.  This work is a team 
sport, and I want to thank Cara Alsop and Shelly Lord for being willing to help lead our team.  Their 
service goes unnoticed too often.  Shelly and Cara’s passion, intellect, and patience are a great asset for 
the STA.  Thank you. 
 
Tonight, we will elect an STA Executive team.  These volunteers openly share their time and talents to 
help better the lives of their colleagues.  I look forward to working with all of you over the next 12 
months.  Thank you. 
 
The last two or three weeks have been difficult for many of our teachers.  Administrative transfers, 
colleagues announcing their retirement, changes of assignment…and cuts at SPSD.  The decision to cut 
15 EAL positions, further cuts to Teacher-Librarians, and PAA and Home-Ec program cuts have been very 
painful for those teachers affected….and for their colleagues…and for their students.  The teachers that 
work in these areas are amongst the most passionate and impactful teachers I have ever met.  My 
primary concern is for those teachers.  We want to ensure that their new placements are places where 
their positive impact on students can be continued.  The final decision on the budget will be made at the 
June SPSD Board meeting.   
 
The budget shortfall can be blamed on three main obstacles.  The 2017-18 budget that took $54 million 
dollars out of the Education budget, thousands of new students in the “system”, and inflation.  Believe it 
or not, school divisions can’t avoid inflationary trends… 
 
Public opinion seems to be on our side.  Having parents and students continue to tell “our’ story may be 
the most effective way to get the message across.  
 
I would like to thank the 46 Saskatoon teachers that served as Councilors at STF Spring Council.  I will let 
Ted View (resolutions chair) share the details…but, it’s fair to say our resolutions weren’t too well 
received.  Nevertheless, you should be proud of the work done by your Saskatoon Councilors.  They 
were prepared and articulate on your behalf. 
 
During Council, the STF Provincial Executive was elected as follows: 
 
Council 2019 Election Results 
No. of Votes Elected 
Term Length 
(Years) 
*elected 
President 



Brent Keen 62 
Patrick Maze 156 * 2 
Vice-President 
Samantha Becotte Acclaimed * 2 
Executive Members 
Nathan Bromm 184 * 2 
Ben Goby 149 * 2 
Nadine Jennison 144 * 2 
Karen Kennedy-Allin 149 * 2 
The following STF Executive members were elected to serve a two-year term at the 2018 Annual 
Meeting of Council. Their terms expire on June 30, 2020. 
Neal Boutin, Chinook 
Micheal Hagel, Tri-West 
Vincent Mamer, Saskatoon 
Debbie Ward, Regina Catholic 
 
Congratulations to Pat Maze and his team. 
 
Also, the “Objectives for Teachers’ Provincial Collective Bargaining” (our asking package)  was also 
approved.  This is a new direction for Bargaining, very different.  The details can be found here:  
https://www.stf.sk.ca/resource/objectives-teachers%E2%80%99-provincial-collective-bargaining  you 
will have to login to see the content. 
 
 
I’d like to end on some exciting news.  On June 21 we will spend a beautiful night celebrating the careers 
of our friends and colleagues who are superannuating.  This is always a classy and sentimental night.  I 
encourage you to take the chance to say “thank you” to your retiring colleagues by attending the 
Superannuation Banquet.   
 
Saskatoon Teachers Association 
Superannuation Banquet 
June 21, 2019 
TCU Place – Salon Room 
 
The link for tickets can be found on our website:  saskatoonteachers.ca 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to call if I can help in any way. 
 
All the best 
 
 
John 
 
 
 


