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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Yesterday was “Blue Monday”, a day considered to be the saddest day of the year.  Mental 
health is an increasingly serious issue in our schools, for our students and for our colleagues.  
With indoor recesses in elementary schools, exam stress in high schools, and the behaviors that 
result…this is a difficult time of year.  As teachers, our greatest weapon to combat these issues 
is each other.  It is important to be aware of the help that is available through EFAP and STF 
sources.  I mention this today because I know there are many hurting in the Aden Bowman 
community as a result of one of their beloved students losing his life recently.  Please know that 
every teacher in Saskatoon grieves with you and we will be there for you in the long term. 
 
1044.  Not just a number.  Starting in the fall of 2019 this will be the maximum number of 
assignable hours for the teachers of Saskatchewan.  As we are in the process of finalizing next 
year’s calendar, it is important for teachers to play close attention to the language being used 
in the process of assigning these hours. 
 
Essentially, we must be vigilant in looking for the difference in what we are being TOLD to do 
and what we are being ASKED to do.  Most importantly, paying attention to what we are being 
asked to do will be necessary.  Being asked to do something a thousand times…in a thousand 
different ways is part of our reality.  If you say “yes” once, you have entered in to a contract 
that would NOT be part of your assignable time.  Later tonight you will hear about a few 
different ways the STA plans to address the thousands of issues that “1044” will raise.  Through 
resolutions and a PR campaign we hope to be “out front” of some of the issues. 
 
Tonight, we will address a variety of resolutions that your representatives will take to STF 
Council, if passed tonight.  I would like to thank Ted View and his committee for their work.  
This policy work can be “dry” but has a major impact on our work.  Thank you, Ted. 
 
Later this evening you will hear from Nicole Stevens, the chair of our Public Relations 
Committee.  The committee has a few ideas that need your input.  I look forward to a little 
creativity!  The two main focuses of the committee will be 1) Informing teachers about “1044” 
and 2) Debunking long-held myths about what happens in our schools today. 
 
Thank you to Nicole and her committee for doing this important work.   
 
With regard to K-12 education funding, it is hard to believe, but we are still operating on a 
“Wall/Eyre” budget.  The 2019-20 provincial budget will be tabled in March.  This is a budget 
that is critical to the future of K-12 schools in the province.  We simply cannot cope with a 
budget similar to the last two.  Now is the time to be contacting your MLA to let them know 



what impact the last two budgets have had on you and your students’ well-being.  Call them.  
As budgets have tightened across all of the human-service sectors the inter-disciplinary work 
that is so necessary in our schools has come under threat.  The results are clear to see in our 
classrooms.  Less supports for kids that need it…and more violence…that kids don’t need.   
 
The work on the 2019-20 School Calendar is almost complete.  Largely, next year’s calendar is 
very similar to the current academic year.  The holidays line up almost identically.  We are fairly 
certain that there will be a five day start up prior to the arrival of students.  Our STA Convention 
will likely be in the middle of the last week in August. 
 
Due to a scheduling conflict, the next STA Assembly Meeting will be moved from March 19th to 
March 26th.  I will make sure to remind you of this change prior to the next meeting. 
 
Thank you for the passion and love you share with your students and colleagues.  What you do 
matters.  Hopefully the upcoming exam period will be successful and hopefully the weather 
gods will limit the number of indoor recesses! 
 
 
Professionally Yours, 
 
 
John 
 
 


