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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

April 16, 2019 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I hope this report finds you well. 
 
As we head towards a well deserved break, the last few weeks have been busy with the announcement of 
administrative short-lists, superannuation announcements, and discussions around transfers. This can be an 
incredibly difficult time for teachers. Changing your placement or the disappointment of not being short-listed 
can drastically change your life. I have tried to help as many individual teachers as possible navigate the 
process and what they are entitled to within in. Please don’t hesitate to call if you think I can be of any help. 
On the same note, please be on the look out for those who might need a chat and are reticent to reach out.  
 
Last week I had a chance to spend a couple of hours with the Chief of Police, Troy Cooper. It was a real 
privilege. The commonalities between the stress on our police force and teachers is remarkable. Mental health 
is his top priority for his officers and for the people they serve. Initiatives like the Cadet Program are bearing 
great fruit. Hopefully we can help expand that work. We also discussed the need for School Resource Officers. 
Currently there are 7 for 109 schools. Chief Cooper has agreed to speak at our convention about how our work 
intersects, specifically in the area of mental health. 
 
Last Friday the Holocaust Memorial was held at the Cathedral. 2000 kids from both systems and their teachers 
heard from Max Eisen, a survivor of Auschwitz. You could hear a pin drop…until the end when 2000 strong 
sung Happy Birthday to Max, celebrating his 90th birthday. For the students in the audience who had been 
victims of attempted genocide, it must have been especially powerful. Max spent time following the ceremony 
with a few of those kids. Powerful. 
 
You may be interested in Max’s new book that just won the coveted 2019 Canada Reads prize. It’s called “By 
Chance Alone”. 
 
Over the last few weeks, Treaty Medal installations have been celebrated in quite a few Saskatoon schools. 
Having had the privilege to attend these events has been a great joy. Saskatoon teachers are leading the work 
of reconciliation. 
 
Finally, thank you to the 43 Saskatoon teachers who will be attending Council after Easter. Special thanks to 
Ted View for all of his work in preparing today’s mini council and for being such a good guy! 
 
I hope you have time to do what you love to do over the Easter break. 
 
 
 
Professionally Yours, 
 
 
John 
 
 


